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CANNABIS CONVICTIONS, STATISTICS 

1271. Dr E. Constable to the Attorney General 

(1) How many cannabis related convictions were recorded under section 5 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1981 
in each of the following years - 

(a) 1998; 
(b) 1999; 
(c) 2000; 
(d) 2001; 
(e) 2002; and 
(f) so far in 2003? 

(2) How many cannabis related convictions were recorded under section 6 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1981 
in each of the following years - 

(a) 1998; 
(b) 1999; 
(c) 2000; 
(d) 2001; 
(e) 2002; and 
(f) so far in 2003? 

(3) For each year in (2), how many of the cannabis related convictions were for - 

(a) possession, with intent to sell or supply; 
(b) manufacture and preparation; and 
(c) selling and supplying, or offers to sell or supply, to another? 

(4) How many cannabis related convictions were recorded under section 7 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1981 
in each of the following years - 

(a) 1998; 
(b) 1999; 
(c) 2000; 
(d) 2001; 
(e) 2002; and 
(f) so far in 2003? 

(5) For each year in (4), how many of the cannabis related convictions were for - 

(a) possession or cultivation of a prohibited plant or plants with intent to sell or supply a 
prohibited plant or any prohibited drug obtainable from a prohibited plant; and 

(b) selling or supplying or offering to sell or supply a prohibited plant to another? 

(6) How many individuals were declared to be drug traffickers under section 32A of the Misuse of Drugs 
Act 1981 in each of the following years - 

(a) 1998; 
(b) 1999; 
(c) 2000; 
(d) 2001; 
(e) 2002; and 
(f) so far in 2003? 

(7) How many convictions under section 33 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1981 were recorded in each of the 
following years - 

(a) 1998; 
(b) 1999; 
(c) 2000; 
(d) 2001; 
(e) 2002; and 
(f) so far in 2003? 

(8) For each year in (7), how many cannabis related convictions were recorded for – 
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(a) attempting or inciting another to commit an offence under the Act; 
(b) being an accessory after the fact to an offence under the Act; and 
(c) conspiracy with another to commit an offence? 

(9) How many of the cannabis related convictions in each category in (8) were: 

(a) indictable offences; 
(b) simple offences? 

(10) How many individuals were jailed for cannabis related convictions under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1981 
in each of the following years - 

(a) 1998; 
(b) 1999; 
(c) 2000; 
(d) 2001; 
(e) 2002; and 
(f) so far in 2003? 

(11) How many individuals were fined for cannabis related convictions under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1981 
in each of the following years: 

(a) 1998; 
(b) 1999; 
(c) 2000; 
(d) 2001; 
(e) 2002; and 
(f) so far in 2003? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

The information supplied below results from analysis of data held on court case management systems.  The 
provision of more detailed analysis would require the diversion of significant resources. 

The information is only available in the form below for the calendar years 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003 to date 
and that, with the exception of the answers to Question (7), offences contributing to the information are only 
those which are specific to cannabis. The statistics should be treated with caution as it is likely that more general 
offence categories will contain some charges where the drug involved was cannabis.  

Also note that the responses to Questions (2) to (9) inclusive record the number of convictions not persons (i.e. 
one person may have multiple convictions). 

(1) There are no offences sanctioned under section 5 which are specific to cannabis. 

(2)  
(c) 2000       3887 
(d) 2001      3816 
(e) 2002      3896 
(f) so far in 2003    796 

(3)     (a)    (b)    (c) 
(c) 2000      318   4   117 
(d) 2001      306   3   172 
(e) 2002      306   0   111 
(f) so far in 2003  47   0   22 

(4)  
(c) 2000       569   
(d) 2001       400 
(e) 2002       406 
(f) so far in 2003     98 

(5)     (a)    (b) 
(c) 2000       170   0  
(d) 2001       97    0  
(e) 2002       91    0 
(f) so far in 2003     18    0 

(6)  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 6 May 2003] 

 p7108b-7110a 
Dr Elizabeth Constable; Mr Jim McGinty 

 [3] 

(c) 2000      19 
(d) 2001      39 
(e) 2002      34 
(f) so far in 2003    2 

(7)  
(c) 2000      23 
(d) 2001      9  
(e) 2002      11  
(f) so far in 2003    0 

(8) The provisions of the Act which apply to the requests for information in (a), (b) and (c) of this question 
are general to all drugs; cases involving cannabis cannot be specifically identified.  

(9) Circumstances outlined in (8) above mean that no information can be provided for this question.  

(10)  
(c) 2000      170 
(d) 2001      121 
(e) 2002      132 
(f) so far in 2003    19 

(11)  
(c)     2000      2674 
(d) 2001      2443 
(e) 2002      2612 
(f) so far in 2003    503 

 


